
 

In the Market for Success – Lesson Plan 
Grade Level: 7-9                                                                                                                   
Suggested Duration: 1 hour or 1 class period                                                                   
Target Audience: Students searching for the right college 
Educator Video: “How I Got Here: Joseph—Educator-focused Video” 
 
§110.47. Reading I, II, III (One-Half to Three Credits) 
 

(b) Knowledge and Skills 
 

(9) The student reads and responds to informational texts. The student is 
expected to: 
 

(D) organize and record new information in systematic ways such 
as outlines, charts, and graphic organizers 
 
(E) communicate information gained from reading. 
 

A lot of factors influence a student’s decision about where he or she will attend college. 
Like Joseph, many students feel drawn to a particular college because their parents or 
siblings attended. It’s important for students to realize, however, that they should not 
only consider a college that offers a strong degree program, but also one that will support 
their social-emotional needs. 
 
Student Objective: Students will create a list of things they consider to be important parts 
of their lives. Then, they will determine if the college they’re considering offers those 
options. 
 
Lesson Preparation: While preparing for this lesson with your students, make sure to 
watch the “How I Got Here: Joseph—Educator-focused Video” available on both iTunes U 
and Project Share under the “Overcoming College Prep Obstacles with Texas GEAR UP” 
course. The video will provide guidance on how to navigate the lesson with your students 
and highlight the key messages for them to take away.  
 
Teacher Direction: Start a discussion with the students about what makes us all unique—
you might even share something interesting about yourself (i.e. a love of kayaking or an 
interest in live music). Ask them about their passions outside of school (skateboarding, 
church, sports, etc.) and offer them an opportunity to share.  
 
Explain that while they’re attending college for an education, it’s also important to choose 
a school that fits their extracurricular needs—most of them may have never thought about 
what the word extracurricular even means. 
 
Play the “How I Got Here: Joseph—Student-focused Video” for your class or student. 
Video is available on both iTunes U and Project Share under the “Overcoming College 
Prep Obstacles with Texas GEAR UP” course.  
 
Distribute the list of Texas colleges and universities. Have students place a check mark 
next to the ones they’ve heard of and a star next to ones they might be interested in. 



 

 
Possible Teacher Dialogue (directed to students): 

It’s true—your education is the main reason you’re going to college. The problem 
is that when many students find the first college that offers their degree program, 
they think they’re good to go. The reality is that there are lots of things to consider 
when choosing which college you’ll attend. In this activity, we’ll explore what 
makes you, well…you! Then we’ll see which colleges and their respective 
communities will be the best match and are worth checking into as high school 
graduation draws near. 
 
You may change your preference multiple times between now and your senior 
year, but completing this activity will help you realize all of the things you should 
look for when finding the right school for you. 
 
Check out the list of Texas colleges and universities (and this is only one state!).  

• Place a check next to the ones you’ve heard of. 
• Place a star next to the ones that interest you. 

 
In the video, Joseph says he thought he would go to Texas A&M, like his mother. 
After taking some time to visit colleges and conduct further investigation, 
however, he ultimately decided on Huston-Tillotson. It’s a good thing he shopped 
around—he seems to fit in and be very happy at HT. Taking the time to find the 
right academics and the right extracurricular activities is a surefire way to increase 
opportunities for success as a college student. 
 
Most colleges offer opportunities for high school students to visit the campus. 
Campus visits are the best way to determine if a college is the right fit for you. If 
you are unable to visit a college, however, you can almost always find helpful 
information online. In this activity, we’ll discover how to find information about a 
college that interests you. 
 
So what makes you unique? What parts of your life do you value (sports, spiritual 
organizations, volunteering, etc.)?  
 

Distribute the “Whole Student” checklist. Explain to students that this is designed to give 
them a quick graphic representation of a college to consider as a junior or senior. 
 
Possible Teacher Dialogue (directed to students): 

On the “Whole Student” checklist, list at least six things you value on the left 
side. At the top, list your top two college choices as of today. You might change 
your mind between now and your senior year, but this will give you a head start on 
figuring out everything you should look for on your hunt for the perfect school. 

 
Allow them to use technology to research the two colleges chosen for the checklist. 
Students should try and determine if these colleges offer academic and extracurricular 
activities that align with the items they value on the left. After visiting the official school 
website, encourage them to visit the site for the city itself in hopes of finding citywide 
activities and volunteer opportunities. 



 

 
 
 
Possible Teacher Dialogue (directed to students): 

Once you’ve listed your choices, search it up! Using technology, find out what you 
can about the offerings of each college. The official website of the college or 
university will provide the most reliable information. 

 
Most universities separate common extracurricular activities into categories like “Student 
Life” and “Athletics” on their webpages. To illustrate this, model college website 
navigation using the website for the University of Houston www.uh.edu (see example to 
view category differences). 
 

             
 
Encourage students to explore both of these categories. Many times, students think 
Athletics are only for students who were recruited by the school, but intramural sports 
and other activities are included under this tab. 
 
Possible Teacher Dialogue (directed to students): 

Next, check out the city! What kinds of community events interest you? Reference 
the city’s website or tourist bureau sites to find events and community service 
opportunities. 
 
After you finish, review your list. Which choice seems to offer more of what 
interests you at this point in your life?  

  
When they finish, have students complete the sentence starter at the bottom of the 
“Whole Student” checklist recording what they want today as a way for them to look back 
and remember their goals. 
 


