GEAR UP
Financial Aid: Opportunities of a Lifetime

SHANE GREB 
Well, my financial aid package for the first year pretty much, actually did cover all my tuition and all my fees and I had money left over to buy books and then money to use for rent for my off-campus apartment.

SONYA MENDEZ 
If I didn't have the financial aid I for sure wouldn't be able to go. It's um, I had savings funds and everything, but it wasn't even close to enough to go to college...

MICHAEL WATKINS 
All the opportunities are there. You just have to go out and get them. So that's what I say to everyone-at least try it.

GFX:
Jane Caldwell
Student Services - Grants & Special Programs
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

JANE CALDWELL 
I think a lot of families are afraid of applying for college because they can't imagine that they'll be able to afford it, and they'll see the sticker price, which is a big number, and they'll quit before they find out the reality, which is that financial aid can help you meet some of those costs, or a fair share of those costs.

ANNOUNCER 
Each year, more than four billion dollars is awarded to students attending college in Texas. You have to meet certain requirements to qualify for these funds, but if you push yourself just a little, college is within reach of just about every student in the state.

GFX: 
Armandina Garza-Taskin
Counselor
Gonzalo Garza High School, Austin ISD

ARMANDINA 
The key to unlocking financial aid is for families and students to understand the process and more importantly to understand their role within the process: what type of documents, what kind of applications do you need to fill out, when do you need to have those applications filled out and submitted.

GFX:
Sonya Mendez
Freshman
University of Houston-Downtown

SONYA MENDEZ
They always encouraged me and my sisters...
...My oldest sister graduated but unfortunately she didn't go to college. (But um, so they kinda put more on me, they really wanted me to go,) I'm the last chance. They really want me to do something, so that was really my motivation.

GFX:
www.fafsa.ed.gov

ANNOUNCER 
If you want financial aid, all colleges and universities will ask you to file a FAFSA, a Free Application for Federal Aid--either the paper form or on the Web.

ARMANDINA 
It's the application that every student across the country needs to fill out in order to find out what type of financial aid they are eligible for.

JANE CALDWELL 
The most important thing about applying for financial aid is to get your forms and your paperwork completed on time. If you're late, the college will have already promised the good money to other students and you're going to miss out.

GFX:
Michael Watkins
Sophomore
University of Houston

MICHAEL WATKINS 
I had some scholarship opportunities as an athlete, in football, coming out of high school. I chose not to take them because, uh, my father had a heart attack. So I didn't want to leave away from home. I wanted to be close enough where in case something happened I could come back.

SONYA MENDEZ 
I became pregnant and I had um, I had my baby and I got married, so I figured why was I going to waste time when I could graduate early? So I graduated early, so I could start college early. I spoke with my counselors, and she was a little skeptical at first, but then she told me that it would be for the better, so she helped me out in all the ways that she could.

JANE CALDWELL 
There are several types of financial aid that the college will deal with trying to meet the needs of the student. They fall into the general categories of GIFT AID and SELF HELP.

GFX:
GIFT AID
• Grants
--Awards based on financial need
• Scholarships
--Awards based on special abilities

ANNOUNCER (VO)
• GIFT AID is money that does not have to be paid back. 
It includes GRANTS, such as the Pell Grant or TEXAS Grant, which are need based...
And SCHOLARSHIPS, which are awarded for special abilities.

GFX:
SELF HELP
• Loans
• Work-Study

• SELF HELP includes LOANS, which have to be paid back, with interest, after you're out of college...
And WORK-STUDY: part-time jobs, usually done on campus.

GFX:
Shane Greb
Junior
University of Texas at Austin

SHANE GREB 
My financial aid package for my first year at UT Austin included the Texas grant, the student initiative grant, a resident grant, Perkins loan and then a work-study package. And I accepted all of those. I expected to get like something to cover tuition, but I didn't expect to get as much as I did. I thought I would just like get enough to like just pay tuition and have to leech off mom there for the rest of the year.

JANE CALDWELL 
One of the real concerns about students in many families is that if I go on to college now I can't work full time and help support the family-"and this is one of my duties and one of my responsibilities." But the truth of the matter is, although college is maybe one of the most expensive things you may consider doing, not going to college is even more expensive in the long run.

GFX: 
Earn Now; Lose Later
Average Earnings, 2003

-Doctorate $71,050
-Master's Degree $51,244
-Bachelor's degree $41,800
-Associate degree $31,910
-Some college, no degree $30,250
-H.S. diploma or GED $25,935
-Some h.s.: no degree $18,344

ANNOUNCER 
On average, persons with a bachelor's degree earn almost $16,000 a year more than persons who end their education after high school.

MICHAEL WATKINS 
I was highly recruited coming out of high school as far as scholarships were concerned, but the financial aid part of it didn't play a role until later my junior year, my counselors came to me and said that, you know, if you have a major injury or something ... you won't have the money to pay for it, how you gonna get there? Then that's when I was made aware of the financial aid, the different grant programs, the federal grant programs that they have...

SONYA MENDEZ 
Actually I am going to school completely for free. Um, I have all classes paid for, all lab fees, my books are paid for, everything's paid for, and I still received money back.

ANNOUNCER 
Sonya's financial aid package includes a Pell Grant, the TEXAS Grant, the early high school graduation grant, a Project GRAD scholarship, which was matched by the University of Houston-Downtown, and work-study.

SONYA MENDEZ 
I work in the office of international admissions
So I get to meet different people from all over the world who have different opinions about school, about teachers, about America itself, so it's very exciting, it's interesting because it not only helps me financial-wise, but it gives me experience in the real world.

JANE CALDWELL 
It's a part time job, usually on campus, and they have good evidence that work-study improves retention on campus because students will work on campus and start feeling like they belong there; they don't just go to class and just go home. They hang around and start thinking this is where I belong.

SHANE GREB 
Right now, I work in the office of Student Financial Services... and basically I do a lot of data entry I only work like 10 hours a week and they're really flexible because they understand that I'm a student. It's actually a really nice environment. 

ANNOUNCER 
Michael Watkins received a financial aid package from a hometown school-the University of Houston. Though he did not receive an athletic scholarship, he was still able to play football thanks to a suggestion from his father.

MICHAEL WATKINS 
I sat down with him and he said, what about walking on? I never thought about it, I thought my career was gonna be over. And they allowed me that just to walk on and see what that would do I didn't have to worry about working like some people do as far as paying for school, I didn't have to do that. My financial aid was in place, so I had the opportunity to walk on and be a part of something that I really wanted to be a part of.

GFX:
2002 - 2003
60 - 65% of financial aid was in the form of loans

JANE CALDWELL 
I think its important for students who go looking for financial aid to realize that at least 60% of the aid that is out there is in a form of loan you eventually have to pay that money back so the loan needs to be a serious responsibility that they walk into with their eyes open.

SHANE GREB 
You have to go through online loan counseling when you accept your awards, and basically it's just like, they tell you all your information, like 6 months after you graduate, you're expected to repaying your loans. I think about it now and about how much I have to pay back now and it kind of makes me (like) a little bit nervous about accepting loans, but I realize that when I graduate you don't have to pay them all back at once. You can basically make a monthly rate you should be OK because it's not (like) $500 a month or whatever, it's like $180 or something like that. 
So it's not really that expensive, but you still have to pay them back and I think it's worth it in the end.

SONYA MENDEZ 
Ask questions, ask plenty of questions to everyone that you know may or may not be able to help you. You have to work for it, you have to ask for things that you want, you can't just expect people to hand it to you.

JANE CALDWELL 
I think parental involvement is really important because the student needs both the financial information that has to be provided on the FAFSA but also kind of the moral support.

SONYA MENDEZ 
Don't give up on yourself. If you think that you've made a mistake, that you've had a baby, babies are a blessing. Maybe the time was a mistake, but the blessing is the baby. That should motivate you more, to go to college and to do something, it shouldn't be a burden, it should be what makes you want to go. Money's out there, if you think you can't afford it, you can. So don't give up on yourself thinking that, oh I had a baby, um, poor me. No, not poor you. Good you. Go do things with your life, you know? You have motivation now, you have a reason to do it.

ARMANDINA 
Students who are wanting to pursue some form of post-high school education need to know that there is money out there for that. That they should not allow the money to be an obstacle in them continuing on with some form of post-high school training or education.

JANE CALDWELL
I hate to say it but probably as many as 35% of the students out there are still unaware of the fact that these resources exist. And we've got to find a way to reach them in their communities and get the message to them because they are the ones who need to take advantage to go on to higher education.

MICHAEL WATKINS 
I think back if some of the opportunities weren't there - if the financial aid wasn't there, the scholarships weren't there - how my life would have been. I probably would have been one of these guys working hard, you know, everyday trying to put myself through school. And I see - I have some friends who do that. They work nights, get off work, go to class, you know, sleep a few hours and then go back to work.

ARMANDINA
So families and students who feel that they may not be getting the information they need to access financial aid, they can - certainly they should be taking the initiative. They should be asking questions to their high school counselors, getting in touch with the financial aid office at the different colleges and universities they are interested in attending and there is a lot of information on the web also.

GFX:
Web address and selected pages from the Web site:http://WWW.COLLEGEFORTEXANS.COM
ANNOUNCER 
One website that has a wealth of information about financial aid and applying for college is collegefortexans.com. It includes links to many other sources of information that can help students prepare and pay for college.

ANNOUNCER 
Another excellent resource is the Texas Financial Aid Information Center, where bilingual operators can provide guidance and help you find the answers to most questions about financial aid.

SHANE GREB 
The best piece of advice would be just to apply, because there's really no negative effect of applying, it's totally free. Just fill out the paperwork or do it online and just sit back and wait and see, because I mean if you're going to go to university anyway you might as well do it, or if you're really like debating whether or not you can I mean that would be a really good thing to do, to see if you can actually afford it at that point.

MICHAEL WATKINS 
I hear all the time when I was coming up, college counselors, high school counselors would tell the kids that college isn't for everyone. I disagree with that because one thing I've learned is that a lot of people who say that college isn't for everyone are people themselves that didn't try it. I'm a big believer in trying anything. Go to college for a semester, ok, and after that, you know if you don't like it that's your decision.

SONYA MENDEZ 
It's good to be able to see people that you haven't seen, and they ask, so what are you doing? I'm in college. They're like, what? It's like, yeah. It feels good to have people acknowledge that you're in college and to have people acknowledge the fact that you're doing something. It's the... greatest feeling that you could ever have. It's like you're on top of the world, you're doing what you want to do.

 

